
THE PAINTED DOOR 20-1
By Sinclair Ross

Questions

Please answer on a separate sheet of paper.  I want you to focus on syntax as well as support in these questions. 

1.  Internal Conflict of the Protagonist
a)  How does Ann feel about herself and her life initially?  Provide evidence to support your answer. 5 marks

b)  Find examples of how Ann deals with her internal conflict. 3 marks

c) What incident brings Ann’s internal conflict to a head? 3 marks
d) Explain how Ann resolves her initial conflict. 3 marks

e)  Explain what Ross has done to his protagonist by creating an ironic twist at the end of the story. 2 marks
2.  Setting
a)  The Storm - Ross has used the storm as a metaphor to explain Ann’s turmoil.  Examine details of the storm and explain how it could be a metaphor symbolizing Ann’s turmoil. 3 marks
b)  Repetition – “The fire crackled and the clock ticked” - The clock and the fire are mentioned numerous times throughout the story.  Find where they are mentioned and see if you can find any pattern in their use throughout the story. 3 marks

c)  The painted door - This is an important key to the whole story.  How has Ross managed to minimize or hide it in the story to protect his ending?  3 marks
3. Theme and Tone
a)  Make a list of five possible subjects of the story. 5 marks

b)  Choose three of these subjects and compose a theme statement about each:


Ross is suggesting that... 3 marks

c)  Throughout the story, Ross remains neutral toward his characters--not judging them--just presenting them as pawns in the cycle of life.  However, all of this changes with his ironical twist at the very end of the story.  What statement is Ross making at the end of his story? 2 marks
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