
HAMLET ACT FIVE

STUDY QUESTIONS 

ACT FIVE

Act V opens with a device called comic relief.  This is a device intended to lower the suspense which has reached a high point.  The audience can relax momentarily and catch its breath after the hectic pace of Act IV.   After a few jokes and witticisms, the audience is ready to get back to the play. 

1.
Why is Ophelia’s funeral ceremony so short? 

2. Why did Laertes and then Hamlet leap into Ophelia’s grave?  

3.
What dramatic purpose is served by having Laertes and Hamlet grapple in the grave? 

4.
You were asked to explain why Laertes doubted Hamlet’s love for Ophelia earlier.  What evidence is there in this scene that Laertes’ doubts were unfounded? 

ACT FIVE

SCENE TWO

1.
Is there any evidence that Hamlet indeed is a man of action? 

2.
Hamlet clearly states to Horatio four grievances that he has against King Claudius.  List these grievances. 

3.
Why has Shakespeare allowed the “intrusion” by Osric?

Before the match between Laertes and Hamlet, Hamlet tells Horatio that “thou wouldst no think how ill all’s here about my heart”.   Horatio immediately tells Hamlet “if your mind dislike anything, obey it”.

Hamlet immediately replies and shows a true moral courage for the first time in the play.  Hamlet is a changed man: 

“there’s a special providence in the fall of a sparrow.  If it be now, ‘tis not to come; if it be not to come, it will be now; if it be not now, yet it will come: the readiness is all”.     

4.
What great lesson about life does it appear that Hamlet has learned to accept? 

5.
What is the thematic message in the phrase “the readiness is all” with regards to the play as a whole? 

6.
Shakespeare has chosen to use a “poisoned sword” and the “poisoned chalice” to end the lives of the main characters in the play.  Explain why this is symbolically significant to the play. 


